
Letter from the Board of Directors
Dear distinguished guests and honorable colleagues,

On behalf of the DePaul Academic Freedom Committee, welcome to the DePaul 
Academic Freedom Conference! If there is anything we can do to help you dur-
ing the event please feel free to let us know.

Over the past year, DePaul University has been the subject of controversy 
throughout the academic community, and around the United States. The tenure 
denials of Dr. Norman Finkelstein and Dr. Mehrene Larudee symbolized new 
threats that scholars face in their pursuit for knowledge and wisdom. 

To us, the sacking of our mentors were very personal events. With the motivation 
to do something to express our discontent, and armed with a powerful DePaul 
education, we made our campus the center of the battle for academic freedom. 

Within the DePaul community, the next generation of tenured professors are 
distrusting and fearful. In our discussions with some Assistant Professors, many 
have expressed that they have withdrawn manuscripts that were meant to be 
considered for publication, or are now fearful that past publications or activities 
may have a detrimental effect on the chances of their tenure. The departments 
home to Dr. Larudee and Dr. Finkelstein, the International Studies Program and 
the Dept. of Political Science, respectively, continue to reel eight months after 
their denials.

The purpose of this event is to be a venue where the latest trends and ideas about 
academic freedom can be discussed and debated. Furthermore, it is a place where 
the DePaul community can reflect on what has happened within the larger con-
text. 

We would like to acknowledge the support we have received from fellow 
students and student organizations, including: DePaul College Democrats, the 
DePaul Student Peace Alliance, DePaul Model United Nations, Society for Int’l 
Affairs, DePaul Students Against the War, the Activist Student Union, Students 
for Justice in Palestine, and the International Socialist Organization, as well 
substantial financial support received from DePaul Student Life. Thank you all!

Sincerely,
Kathryn Weber        Evan Lorendo        Victor Lang        Andrew Riplinger
Board of Directors, Academic Freedom Committee, DePaul University
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Conference Schedule
Friday, 1 February 2008 (Evening)

6:00 - Welcome and Introduction - Student Center (SC) 120AB
                 Kathryn Weber, President, DePaul Academic Freedom Committee
6:10 - Keynote Lecture - SC 120AB
                 Dr. Sara Roy, Center for Middle East Studies, Harvard University
7:00 - Role of the Activist Professor - SC 120AB
                 Dr. Bill Ayers, College of Education, University of Illinois - Chicago
                 Dr. Ken Butigan, Author, professor and peace activist
                 Dr. Robert Jensen, School of Journalism, University of Texas - Austin
                 Dr. Marcy Newman, Department of English, Boise State University

                 Saturday, 2 February 2008 (Morning to Afternoon)

11:00 - Academic Freedom and the Way Forward - SC 120AB
                 Dr. Marc Ellis, University Professor, Director of the Center for Jewish 
                   Studies at Baylor University
                 Dr. Peter Kirstein, Professor of History, St. Xavier University
                 Dr. Joel Kovel, Editor-in-Chief of Capitalism, Nature, Socialism journal
                   Distinguished Professor of Social Studies, Bard College

2:00 - Searching for Peace in the Middle East - SC120A
                 A film by Dr. Landrum Bolling, Director, Mercy Corps International
                   Former-President of Earlham College
           - Paper Presentations - SC 120B
                The Attack on Academic Freedom - A Historical Perspective
                Dr. Lawrence Davidson, Professor of History, West Chester University
                After the Denials: Conceptions of Academic Freedom at DePaul
                Dr. Matthew Abraham, Professor of English, DePaul University
           - Paper Presentations - SC 380
                Contingent Freedom: Academic Freedom and Adjunct Faculty
                David Musser, School of Education and Social Policy, Northwestern U
                Bush Administration Banishment of Foreign Scholars
                Dr. John K. Wilson, Founder, Institute for College Freedom

3:30 - Paper Presentations - SC 120B
                Fighting Back for Openness in the Classroom
                Dr. Douglas Giles, Professor of Philosophy, Elmhurst College
                Spheres of Academic Freedom
                Dr. Ron Edwards, Professor of Biology, DePaul University
           - Paper Presentations - SC 380               
                Opposing State-Level Attempts to Restrict Academic Freedom
                Megan Fitzgerald, Program Director, Center for Campus Free Speech
                Antioch College: A case study in crisis and consent
                Beth Gutelius, Urban Planning and Policy Program, U of Illinois - Chicago
4:15 - Student Activism Workshop - SC 380
                Effective campus activism for the 21st century (hosted by DePaul AFC)

5:00 - Academic Freedom and Middle East Studides - SC 120AB
                Dr. Juan Cole, Professor of History, University of Michigan
                Dr. Scott Hibbard, Professor of Political Science, DePaul University
                Dr. Peter Novick, Professor (Emeritus) of History, University of Chicago

Event Information
- Conference Services is located in front of Student Center 120

- All conference rooms for the Academic Freedom Conference are located  at the 
DePaul Univeristy Student Center, 2250 North Sheffield Avenue

- The closest public transportation is the “El” on Fullerton Avenue

- Many restaurants and entertainment venues are located on North Lincoln Avenue 
and North Halsted Avenue

- Parking is available at the Sheffield parking facility at 2335 North Sheffield Ave, or 
the Clifton parking facility at 2330 North Clifton Ave


